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AGENDA
DATE:

May 12, 2021

TIME:

Immediately following Budget Workshop

SUBJECT:

Regular Council Meeting (No Public Entry)

LOCATION:

Virtual Meeting

Watch live and participate via Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/PortRoyalSC/
or you can teleconference in by dialing: 978-990-5000 Access Code: 732583#
As per Ordinance 2020-15. “Members of the public may submit written public comments
to the Town Clerk bplank-buccola@portroyal.org no later than one hour prior to any
regular meeting, which shall be distributed to the members of the Governing Body at
such meeting.”

I.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

II.

INVOCATION

III.

OATH OF OFFICE FOR TOWN JUDGE

IV.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Minutes from the Council Workshop of April 7, 2021
B. Minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of April 14, 2021

V.

COUNCIL BRIEFING
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VI.

EMERGENCY READING:
A. Ordinance 2021-22. An emergency ordinance to reauthorize emergency
ordinance No. 2020-36 related to electronic meetings; and other matters
related thereto

VII.

SECOND READING:
A. Ordinance 2021-13. An ordinance to authorize the Town Manager to
convey excess real property to facilitate construction of sidewalks
within the Town described as Beaufort County tax district 110, map 10,
parcel 376 (approximately 50 ft. on 15th Street)
B. Ordinance 2021-14. An ordinance to authorize the Town Manager to
convey excess real property to facilitate construction of sidewalks
within the Town described as Beaufort County tax district 110, map 10,
parcel 112B (approximately 50 ft. on 15th Street)
C. Ordinance 2021-15. An ordinance to authorize the Town Manager to
convey excess real property to facilitate construction of sidewalks
within the Town described as Beaufort County tax district 110, map 11,
parcels 106A, 0460 & 0461 (approximately 193 ft. on Old Shell Road)
D. Ordinance 2021-16. An ordinance to authorize the Town Manager to
convey excess real property to facilitate construction of sidewalks
within the Town described as Beaufort County tax district 110, map 11,
parcels 067B & 0453 (approximately 100 ft. on 8th Street)
E. Ordinance 2021-17. An ordinance to authorize the Town Manger to
convey excess real property to facilitate construction of sidewalks
within the Town described as Beaufort County tax district 110, map 10,
parcels 0370, 0369, 0368 & 0158 (approximately 148 ft. on 12th Street)

VIII. FIRST READING:
A. Ordinance 2021-11. An ordinance amending the Zoning Code to
include section 3.3.70 Coastal Resilience Overlay (CRO) Zone
Standards
B. Ordinance 2021-12. An ordinance amending the Zoning Code to
include section 5.12 Fill Standards
C. Ordinance 2021-18. An ordinance amending Chapter 12, Licenses and
Business Regulations, Article 5 Short-Term Rentals, Section 12-64
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Accommodation Fee Required, of the Code of Ordinances of the Town
of Port Royal, South Carolina (creating a unique identifier for each short
term rental)
D. Ordinance 2021-19. An ordinance to authorize the Town Manager to
convey excess real property to facilitate construction of sidewalks
within the Town described as Beaufort County tax district 110, map 10,
parcels 0144 (approximately 80ft. on 14th Street)
E. Ordinance 2021-20. An ordinance amending Chapter 19, Traffic and
Motor Vehicles, Article 2 Stopping, Standing and Parking, Section 19-31
Control of parking in public parking areas or private parking areas
under the jurisdiction of the police department, of the Code of
Ordinances of the Town of Port Royal, South Carolina (weight and time
limit on Town right of ways)
F. Ordinance 2021-21. An ordinance amending Chapter 2 of the code of
ordinances of the Town of Port Royal, South Carolina, to authorize
meetings to be held by telephonic or other electronic means, and
matters related thereto. (electronic meetings)
G. Ordinance 2021-23. An Ordinance to amend as follows Section I of
Ordinance 2020-16 to provide for the levy of taxes for ordinary Town
purposes in the Town of Port Royal, South Carolina, for the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2021 and to provide for the expenditures thereof. –
(Approval of Budget 21/22)
IX.

RESOLUTION:
A. Resolution 4-2021. A resolution encouraging the use of face coverings
B. Resolution 5-2021. A resolution stating the Town’s position regarding
the Ribaut Road crossing of the Spanish Moss Trail

X.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
A. Potential litigation pertaining to accommodation tax

XI.

COUNCIL ACTION:
A. Appointments
i. Design Review Board – 1 appointment
B. Shrimp processing at the 11th Street Docks
C. Join class action suit on short-term rentals
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XII.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND DATES:
A. Tuesday, May 18, 2021, 4:30pm Redevelopment Commission

XIII. COUNCIL’S COMMENTS:
XIV. PUBLIC COMMENTS:
At this time, the Mayor will recognize members of the audience who have
submitted speaker forms to address the Council on non-agenda items. Each
speaker will be limited to two minutes.
XV.

ADJOURNMENT

In accordance with South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d), as amended, notification of
the meeting was posted on the Town bulletin board two weeks prior to the meeting. A copy of the agenda
was given to the local news media and posted at the meeting location twenty-four hours prior to the
meeting.
The Town of Port Royal does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission to, access to, or operations
of programs, services, or activities. Qualified individuals who need accessible communication aids and services or
other accommodations to participate in programs and activities are invited to make your needs and preferences
known to the 504/ADA coordinator. If at all possible, please give us at least a three to five day advance notice so
we can adequately meet your needs. 504/ADA coordinator at 843-986-2245
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Ordinance 2021-22
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO REAUTHORIZE EMERGENCY
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-36 RELATED TO ELECTRONIC MEETINGS;
AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-08 related to 2019 Novel Coronavirus (“COVID-19”) and declared that a state of
emergency exists in South Carolina; and
WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-10 directing local governing bodies to “utilize any available technology or other reasonable
procedures to conduct such meetings and accommodate public participation via virtual or other
remote or alternate means”; and
WHEREAS, on March 23, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-13 restricting gatherings of people in groups of three or more outside of private homes if,
in the discretion of law enforcement, such gatherings pose, or could pose, a threat to public
health; and
WHEREAS, on March 31, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-17 directing that certain “non-essential” businesses, venues, facilities, services, and
activities be closed to the public, including recreational and athletic facilities and activities; and
WHEREAS, on April 6, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-21 directing citizens to not leave their residences unless they are engaging in essential
activities or essential businesses; and
WHEREAS, on April 20, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-28, modifying and extending prior executive orders, to authorize certain businesses,
venues, facilities, services and activities to reopen in order to begin the process of safely,
strategically, and incrementally reopening businesses and facilitating economic recovery and
revitalization; and
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WHEREAS, notwithstanding the provisions of Executive Order No. 2020-28,
individuals are still subject to the remaining provisions of prior executive orders, including
Executive Order No. 2020-13, as extended by Executive Order No. 2020-29, prohibiting
gatherings outside of homes of groups of three or more people, and Executive Order No. 202021, as extended by Executive Order No. 2020-29, ordering residents of South Carolina to limit
their movements outside of their residence; and
WHEREAS, on April 27, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-29, to ratify and continue the state of emergency in South Carolina related to COVID-19;
and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 25-1-440(a)(1) of the Code of Laws of South Carolina
1976, as amended, when an emergency has been declared, proclamations and regulations issued
by the Governor possess the force and effect of law as long as the emergency exists; and
WHEREAS, the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act, which is codified at Title
30, Chapter 4 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976, as amended, defines a “Meeting” as
“the convening of a quorum of the constituent membership of a public body, whether corporal or
by means of electronic equipment, to discuss or act upon a matter over which the public body has
supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory power” (emphasis added); and
WHEREAS, on March 18, 2020, the Town Council of the Town of Port Royal (the
“Governing Body”), as the governing body of the Town of Port Royal, South Carolina (the
“Town”),enacted Emergency Ordinance No. 2020-8 (the “Ordinance2020-8”) to temporarily
authorize electronic meetings and to suspend other local procedural rules; and
WHEREAS, consistent with South Carolina law, the provisions of Ordinance 2020-8 are
set to automatically expire on May 18, 2020, which is the sixty-first day following their
enactment; and
WHEREAS, the evolving public health threat posed by COVID-19 requires that the
Governing Body temporarily extend Ordinance No. 2020-8 in order to protect the health and
safety of theTown’s officials, staff, and citizens; and
WHEREAS, due to the continuation of the public health threat posed by COVID-19, the
Governing Body finds that it is additionally necessary to amend Ordinance No. 2020-8 to make
provisions for conducting public hearings using electronic means in order that the Governing
Body may receive public comment as needed and conduct public hearings as required by law;
and
WHEREAS, it is hereby determined that a public emergency affecting life, health, and
safety does still exist, and therefore, it is appropriate and necessary to enact this Ordinance as an
emergency ordinance.
NOW THEREFORE, be it hereby ordainedin this meeting of the Governing Body, as
follows:
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Section 1.
Extension of Ordinance No. 2020-8. The Governing Body hereby
extends the provisions of Ordinance No. 2020-8, as amended by the provisions of Section 2
hereof, until this Ordinance expires pursuant to Section 4 hereof.
Section 2.
Amendment of Ordinance No. 2020-8. Section 1 of Ordinance No.
2020-8 is hereby amended and restated in its entirety, as follows:
(g)
With respect to any electronic meeting, any public comment
periods provided for by local ordinance, resolution, policy, or bylaws are hereby
suspended. Members of the public may submit written public comments to the
Town Clerk no later than one hour prior to any regular meeting, which shall be
distributed to the members of the Governing Body at such meeting. With respect
to any public hearing that is required by law to be held in connection with any
proposed action of the Governing Body, electronic public hearings shall be
permitted. Individuals wishing to provide written comments for any such public
hearing may email comments to the Town Clerk no later than one hour prior to
the scheduled time for such public hearing, and the Mayor shall read such
comments aloud during the public hearing. Individuals wishing to speak at the
public hearing shall sign up with the Town Clerk no later than one hour prior to
the scheduled time for the public hearing. The Town Clerk shall contact those
who wish to speak at the public hearing by phone, in the order the requests were
received, to admit them to the public hearing. Public hearings shall otherwise be
conducted in accordance with all other Council Rules and Procedures. Notices of
public hearings shall include detailed instructions regarding the manner in which
the public hearing shall be held.
Section 3.
Procedures for Boards, Commissions, and Committees. The normal
operating procedures of all boards, commissions, and committees are temporarily suspended in
order to allow the meetings thereof to be conducted using electronic means; provided that such
electronic means conforms to the standards set forth in Ordinance 2020-8, as amended by the
terms hereof and as may be further amended by the Governing Body.
Section 4.
Suspension of Local Provisions.During the period of effectiveness of this
Ordinance, any ordinance, resolution, policy, or bylaw of the Governing Body that conflicts with
the provisions hereof is suspended and shall be superseded hereby.
Section 5.
Effective Date; Expiration. The provisions hereof shall be effective
upon a single hearing and two-thirds vote of the Governing Body and shall remain in effect
until terminated by the issuance of another ordinance or shall automatically expire at midnight
on June 9, 2021.
DONE AS AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE and approved at a meeting duly
assembled by no less than an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of the Governing
Body present, this 12th day of May 2021.
[Remainder of Page Left Blank]
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TOWN OF PORT ROYAL, SOUTH
CAROLINA
(SEAL)
Joe DeVito, Mayor

ATTEST:

Brooke Plank-Buccola, Town Clerk
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ORDINANCE 2021 - 11
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CODE TO INCLUDE SECTION
3.3.70 COASTAL RESILIENCE OVERLAY (CRO) ZONE STANDARDS
WHEREAS, it sometimes becomes necessary to amend the Port Royal Zoning Code to
better meet the needs of the Town and its citizens, and
WHEREAS, Council finds these changes in the best interest of the Town.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the Town of Port Royal,
duly assembled and with authority of same that the following item be changed as listed:
Amend Article 3 Specific to Zones, Division 3 Overlay Zones to include section 3.3.70
Coastal Resilience Overlay (CRO) Zone Standards
A. Purpose - The Coastal Resilience Overlay Zone is established to provide for the
general health, safety and welfare by requiring notification at all real estate closings of
the vulnerability of low-lying property to sea level rise and coastal flooding. This
provision is specifically designed to assist individuals in making decisions that involve
investments that will last at least 30 years in light of projected coastal flooding conditions
in that time frame.
Sections of Beaufort County are low lying with elevations of less than 10 feet making
them vulnerable to coastal flooding caused by increasingly intense storm events, king
tides, and rising sea level. Coastal flooding caused by these types of events significantly
affects private property, public infrastructure, and the natural environment. The impacts
of sea level rise will only increase in the future. Since 1935, sea level has risen
approximately 1 foot and is projected to rise between an additional 4 and 9 feet before the
year 2100.
The Coastal Resilience Overlay (CRO) shall overlay other zoning classifications that
shall be referred to as base zoning. The CRO District includes all lands within an
established footprint affected by sea level rise.
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B. District Boundaries - The district boundaries of the Coastal Resilience Overlay Zone is
defined as all lands located at an elevation of 10 feet above sea level or less (North
American Vertical Datum of 1988).
C. Notification
1. At all real estate closings involving a property in the CRO district, the buyer, seller and
witnesses shall sign the following form which shall be filed with the deed and/or plat at
the Beaufort County Register of Deeds Office.
a. Coastal Resilience Overlay Disclosure Form
The property at _____________ (address/location) is located at 10 feet or less in
elevation (North American Vertical Datum of 1988). Beaufort County has determined
that the property on the premises have the potential to be subject to flooding and/or
significant damage to property as a result of coastal flooding caused by increasingly
intense storm events, king tides, and rising sea level. The County has placed a
requirement of disclosure within these areas.
b. Certification
As the owner of the subject property, I hereby certify that I have informed _________, as
a prospective purchaser, that the subject property is located in the Coastal Resilience
Overlay District.
Dated this ____ day of ____________, ____________.
Witness _____________ Owner _______________
As a prospective purchaser of the subject property, I hereby certify that I have been
informed that the subject property is in the Coastal Resilience Overlay District, and I
understand the potential for sea level rise related flooding on the subject property.
Dated this ____ day of ____________, ____________.
Witness _____________ Purchaser _______________
2. All prospective renters signing a commercial or residential lease shall be notified by
the property owner through a written provision contained in the lease agreement if the
leased property is located within the Coastal Resilience Overlay District.
3. All subdivision plats, planned unit development plats, townhouse plats, and/or
condominium documents shall contain the following disclosure statement:
a. Coastal Resilience Overlay Disclosure Form
The property lies within the Coastal Resilience Overlay District, which applies to
property at 10 feet or less in elevation (North American Vertical Datum of 1988).
Beaufort County has determined that the property on the premises have the potential to be
subject to flooding and/or significant damage to property as a result of coastal flooding
caused by increasingly intense storm events, king tides, and rising sea level. Purchasers
are required to sign a Disclosure Form per Division 3.4.90 of the Beaufort County
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Community Development Code and file the form with the deed and/or plat at the
Beaufort County Register of Deeds Office.
4. In the case of new construction, a signed Coastal Resilience Overlay Disclosure
Statement shall accompany the building permit application.

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption by Council.
REQUESTED BY:

APPROVED BY:

Milton E. Willis
Town Manager

__________________________
Joe DeVito
Mayor

ATTEST:

Introduced: ______

______________________
Brooke Plank-Buccola
Municipal Clerk

Final Reading: __ __
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ORDINANCE 2021 - 12
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CODE TO INCLUDE SECTION
5.12 FILL STANDARDS
WHEREAS, it sometimes becomes necessary to amend the Port Royal Zoning Code to
better meet the needs of the Town and its citizens, and
WHEREAS, Council finds these changes in the best interest of the Town.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the Town of Port Royal,
duly assembled and with authority of same that the following item be changed as listed:

Amend Article 5 Supplemental to Zones to include section 5.12 Fill Standards
Sections:
5.12.10 Purpose
5.12.20 Fill Restrictions
5.12.30 Administration
5.12.10 Purpose
To promote public health, safety and general welfare by preserving Port Royal’s natural
floodplain and drainage patterns to minimize the impacts of development within the
floodplain on neighboring properties.
5.12.20 Fill Restrictions
The following restrictions apply to all lands located at an elevation of 10 feet above sea
level or less (North American Vertical Datum of 1988):
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A. The amount of allowable fill must not increase the existing natural grade of the
property by more than three vertical feet under the area of development.
B. The only portion of the property that may be filled is the area underneath the elevated
structure, together with driveway and walkway access to the structure. Fill shall taper at a
maximum slope of 1:3 from a five foot perimeter around the outer foundation to the
existing site elevation.
C. If the lot area is 20 acres or more, in no case shall the maximum lot area of the
property filled exceed 33.33 percent of the total area of the lot.
D. If a new or reconstructed structure is to be elevated utilizing fill material, any required
building elevation standard exceeding the three-foot fill limitation as referenced in
section 5.12.20.B must be achieved through the use of elevation foundations, piers or
similar structural elevation techniques that are in compliance with then-applicable county
building code requirements as certified by a structural engineer.
E. Non-conforming structures may utilize fill to expand up 15% of the gross floor area in
accordance with Division 6.23 of the Port Royal Code.
F. Fill is allowed for property maintenance. For purposes of this subsection, the term
“property maintenance purposes” means landscaping, gardening or farming activities,
erosion control, and filling in of washed-out sections of land. Property maintenance
purposes shall only include the placement of such quantities of fill not to exceed the
limitations specified herein and that do not inhibit the free flow of water. Said limited
amounts of fill for property maintenance purposes need not be compensated by an
equivalent amount of excavation area as specified in 5.12.20.C. Exemptions from fill
requirements for erosion control purposes must be accompanied by a stabilization plan
and narrative approved by the Town's stormwater consultant providing reasoning why fill
is necessary to solve an erosion issue.
G. Filling on public property is prohibited with the exception of property maintenance
purposes of public facilities, upon approval of the stormwater consultant coordinating
with the appropriate department head or governmental agency. Exemptions for Public
Improvements: Public roads, pump stations, stormwater management improvements,
levees, and other public facilities that are necessary to provide for health, safety, and
public welfare needs are exempt from the requirements of this section.
H. Any fill project must be designed to limit negative impacts upon adjacent and affected
upstream and downstream property owners during flood events to the maximum extent
practicable.
I. The provisions of this section shall not apply to redevelopment areas identified in Map
A.
J. No fill project shall fill in or obstruct any local drainage channels without an alternative
drainage plan design and shall limit soil erosion and water runoff onto adjacent properties
to the maximum practicable extent, and in compliances with the NPDES standards and
with the Beaufort County Manual for Stormwater Best Management and Design
Practices.
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K. All fill material that is brought in from offsite and will be placed at elevations below
the seasonal high water table or within 1ft above the seasonal high water table will be
required to meet the following clean fill requirements. Offsite soils brought in for use as
fill shall be tested for Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH), Benzene, Toluene, Ethyl
Benzene, and Xylene (BTEX) and full Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure
(TCLP) including ignitability, corrosivity and reactivity. Fill shall contain a maximum of
100 parts per million (ppm) of total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) and a maximum of 10
ppm of the sum of Benzene, Toluene, Ethyl Benzene, and Xylene and shall pass the
TCPL test. Determine TPH concentrations by using EPA 600/4-79/020 method 418.1.
Determine BTEX concentrations by using EPA SW-846. 3- 3 Method 5030/8020.
Perform TCLP in accordance with TCLP from a composite sample of material from the
borrow site, with at least one test from each borrow site. Within 24 hours of conclusion of
physical tests, submit 3 copies of test results, including calibration curves and results of
calibration tests. Fill material shall not be brought on site until tests have been approved
by the Town's stormwater consultant.
L. Modulation from Fill Requirements: The Director may grant flexibility from the fill
requirements in the following cases:
1. Lots 3 acres or less and all single-family residential lots with sloping terrain may
provide greater than 3 feet of fill to provide a level foundation as long as the average fill
does not exceed 3 feet.
2. Where no other suitable site configuration is practicable, depressions, sinkholes, and
borrow pits that are not part of the natural drainage of the site that are not delineated as
tidal or non-tidal wetlands may be filled to provide for a level foundation.
3. Single-family residential structures utilizing raised slabs with a masonry or concrete
curtain wall may contain more than 3 feet of fill if it is limited to the footprint of the
building.
5.12.30 Administration
Fill activities in accordance with this section may be permitted upon approval by the
Director. All fill application permits shall be valid for a period of six months from the
date of issuance, may be renewed only upon filing of an application for renewal with the
Planning and Zoning Department, and then may only be renewed upon a showing of
demonstrated progress towards completion of the fill activity. All fill application permits
must be accompanied by a detailed plan describing the area to be filled, the estimated
amount of fill to be used and the purpose of the fill project. A professional engineer
registered in the state must also submit elevation and topographic data illustrating
changes in the topography and estimating impacts upon local flood flows. Except as
provided in sections 5.12.20.F and 5.12.G, adjacent property owners shall be identified
and notified of the fill project by the applicant with proof of notification provided to the
Director.
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This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption by Council.
REQUESTED BY:

APPROVED BY:

Milton E. Willis
Town Manager

__________________________
Joe DeVito
Mayor

ATTEST:

Introduced: ______

______________________
Brooke Plank-Buccola
Municipal Clerk

Final Reading: __ __
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ORDINANCE 2021-18
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 12, LICENSES AND BUSINESS
REGULATIONS, ARTICLE 5 SHORT-TERM RENTALS, SECTION 12-64
ACCOMMODATION FEE REQUIRED, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWN OF PORT ROYAL, SOUTH CAROLINA
WHEREAS, it is necessary to update the Port Royal Licenses and Business
Regulations, and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Town Council of the Town of Port
Royal duly assembled and with authority of same that the following be added to Chapter
12 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Port Royal, South Carolina:
Section 1. Amendment to Chapter 12, Article V, Section 12-64. Chapter 2, Article V,
Section 12-64 of the Town Code is hereby amended and restated as follows
(underlining shows added language for illustrative purposes only; strike through shows
removed language for illustrative purposes only):
Chapter 12, Licenses and Business Regulations
Article V. Short-Term Rentals
Section. 12-64. Accommodation fee required
Any property owner engaged in the activity of short term rental within the limits of the
town will collect and remit to the town the Local Accommodation Tax as provided for in
Chapter 18, Article III. Local Accommodation Tax. Additionally, “a unique number will
be assigned to each rental unit by the Town. This number must be used in any
marketing platform (online or otherwise).
This ordinance shall take effect during the next business license renewal period, date
to be determined.
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This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption by Council.
REQUESTED BY:

APPROVED BY:

Milton E. Willis
Town Manager

___________________________
Joe DeVito
Mayor

ATTEST:

Introduced: ______

______________________
Brooke Plank-Buccola
Municipal Clerk

Final Reading: __ __

Page 2 of 2

Council

Van Willis
Town Manager

Joe DeVito
Mayor

T. Alan Beach
Chief of Police

Jerry Ashmore
Mayor Pro Tempore

Jeffrey S. Coppinger
Operations

Mary Beth Heyward
Darryl Owens
Kevin Phillips

Linda Bridges
Planning

ORDINANCE 2021-20
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 19, TRAFFIC AND MOTOR VEHICLES,
ARTICLE 2 STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING, SECTION 19-31 CONTROL OF
PARKING IN PUBLIC PARKING AREAS OR PRIVATE PARKING AREAS UNDER
THE JURISDICTION OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF PORT ROYAL, SOUTH CAROLINA
WHEREAS, it is necessary to update the Port Royal Traffic and Motor Vehicles for the
safety and wellbeing of the community, and
WHEREAS, Council finds these changes in the best interest of the Town.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Town Council of the Town of Port
Royal duly assembled and with authority of same that the following be added to Chapter
19 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Port Royal, South Carolina:
Section 1. Amendment to Chapter 19, Article II, Section 19-31. Chapter 19, Article II,
Section 19-31 of the Town Code is hereby amended and restated as follows
(underlining shows added language for illustrative purposes only; strike through shows
removed language for illustrative purposes only):

Chapter 19 Traffic and Motor Vehicles
Article II. Stopping, Standing and Parking
Section. 19-31. Control of parking in public parking areas or private parking
areas under the jurisdiction of the police department
(a)It shall be unlawful for any person to park any motor vehicle or trailer in any public
parking area having parking lanes indicated by signs or markings except in such
designated lanes.
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(b)It shall be unlawful to park any vehicle, whether occupied or not, except temporarily
for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading property or
passengers in any lane or area marked as a fire lane or loading zone.
(c)These provisions apply to any private parking area over which the police department
has police jurisdiction in accordance with section 23-1-15 of the S.C. Code of Laws.
(d)It is unlawful to park a motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight of more than 7,500
lbs. within the town right of way for more three hours.
(d e) Any person convicted of a violation of this section shall be fined not more than
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the first such offense and not more than fifty dollars
($50.00) for the second and each subsequent offense.

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption by Council.
REQUESTED BY:

APPROVED BY:

Milton E. Willis
Town Manager

___________________________
Joe DeVito
Mayor

ATTEST:

Introduced: ______

______________________
Brooke Plank-Buccola
Municipal Clerk

Final Reading: __ __
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ORDINANCE 2021-21
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 2 ADMINISTRATION OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF PORT ROYAL, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO
AUTHORIZE MEETINGS TO BE HELD BY TELEPHONIC OR OTHER ELECTRONIC
MEANS, AND MATTERS RELATED THERETO.
WHEREAS, the Town of Port Royal, South Carolina (the “Town”) is a municipal
corporation of the State of South Carolina (the “State”) located in Beaufort County,
South Carolina, and as such possesses all general powers granted by the Constitution
and statues of the State to such public entities;
WHEREAS, Section 5-7-160 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976, as amended
(the “S.C. Code”) provides that “[a] majority of the total membership of the council shall
constitute a quorum for the purpose of transacting council business”;
WHEREAS, the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act, which is codified at Title
30, Chapter 4 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976, as amended, defines a
“Meeting” as “the convening of a quorum of the constituent membership of a public
body, whether corporal or by means of electronic equipment, to discuss or act upon a
matter over which the public body has supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory
power” (emphasis added); and
WHEREAS, the Town Council first enacted an emergency ordinance on March 18,
2020 (the “Emergency Ordinance”), the provisions of which temporality suspended
certain procedural rules of the Town Council in response to social-distancing guidelines
and executive orders and allowing for electronic and telephonic meetings; and
WHEREAS, such telephonic and other electronic meetings have proven successful and
effective under the Emergency Ordinance and in light of the current public safety
considerations associated with 2019 novel coronavirus, and the potential for future
public safety considerations, including those attendant to the adverse weather events
that seasonally affect coastal cities, the Town Council finds that great benefit may be
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realized from authorizing meeting by telephonic or other electronic means whenever
necessary and convenient for carrying out the business of the Town; and
WHEREAS, while Chapter 2 of the Code of Ordinances is being amended, it is in the
best interest of the Town of Port Royal that Chapter 2 be reviewed and updated as
necessary.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Town Council of the Town of Port
Royal duly assembled and with authority of same that the following be amended and
added to Chapter 2, Article II, Division 2 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Port
Royal, South Carolina:
Section 1. Amendment to Chapter 2, Article II, Division 2, Section 2-40. Chapter 2,
Article II, Division 2, Section 2-40 of the Town Code is hereby amended and restated as
follows (underlining shows added language for illustrative purposes only; strike through
shows removed language for illustrative purposes only):
Sec. 2-40. – Date and time of regular meetings.
The regular meetings of the council shall be held on the second
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. unless rescheduled by a
majority vote of the council.
Section 2. Amendment to Chapter 2, Article II, Division 2, Section 2-41. Chapter 2,
Article II, Division 2, Section 2-41 of the Town Code is hereby amended and restated as
follows (underlining show added language for illustrative purposes only; strike through
shows removed language for illustrative purposes only):
Sec. 2-41. – Calling special meetings.
The mayor may, whenever in such officer’s judgement the good of the
town requires it, call special meetings of the council. The mayor shall call special
meetings when requested in writing to do so by a majority of the council members.

Section 2. Amendment to Chapter 2, Article II, Division 2, Section 2-43. Chapter 2,
Article II, Division 2, Section 2-43 of the Town Code is hereby amended and restated as
follows (underlining show added language for illustrative purposes only; strike through
shows removed language for illustrative purposes only):
Sec. 2-43. – Duty of council members to attend.
It shall be the duty of the council members to attend the regular meetings
of the council and, when notified, to attend all special meetings. For
failure to attend any meeting they shall be subject to such fine as council
may impose. Council members may attend any regular, special, or
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emergency meeting of council by telephonic or other electronic means and
shall be considered present for all purposes, if the meeting has been
properly noticed, and all council members and members of the public can
hear the public proceedings and be heard. Any number of council
members, including all, may attend telephonically or by other electronic
means. Council members in attendance by telephonic or other electronic
means shall have all rights, including, but not limited to, the right to make
motions, second motions, and discuss and vote on all matters under
consideration by council.
Section 3. Amendment to Chapter 2, Article II, Division 2, Section 2-44. Chapter 2,
Article II, Division 2, Section 2-44 of the Town Code is hereby amended and restated as
follows (underlining show added language for illustrative purposes only; strike through
shows removed language for illustrative purposes only):
Sec. 2-44. – Minutes
The town clerk and treasurer shall attend all meetings of the council and
keep minutes of the proceedings of the council. Such officer shall keep
such minutes in a book to be known as “The Minutes of Meetings of the
Town of Port Royal, S.C Town Meeting Minutes (and list the according
year).” The town clerk shall mail one (1) copy to each member of council
within five (5) working days of a council meeting and shall post one (1)
copy of the minutes on the bulletin board at the town hall.
Section 4. Amendment to Chapter 2, Article II, Division 2, Section 2-45. Chapter 2,
Article II, Division 2, Section 2-44 of the Town Code is hereby amended and restated as
follows (underlining show added language for illustrative purposes only; strike through
shows removed language for illustrative purposes only):
Sec. 2-45. – Convening of meeting; quorum.
Immediately at the hour appointed for meeting of council, the mayor shall
take the chair, and if a quorum is present (either physically or by
telephonic or other electronic means), shall proceed with the business of
council. A majority of the members of council shall constitute a quorum.
Section 5. Amendment to Chapter 2, Article II, Division 2, Section 2-55. Chapter 2,
Article II, Division 2, Section 2-44 of the Town Code is hereby amended and restated as
follows (underlining show added language for illustrative purposes only; strike through
shows removed language for illustrative purposes only):
Sec. 2-55. – Procedure for passage of ordinances.
(a) Ordinances proposed for adoption shall be submitted to the council in
writing and in the form required for final adoption. Ordinances shall be
Page 3 of 5

Ordinance 2021-21

read two (2) times on two (2) separate days with at least six (6) days
between each reading; provided, that if the complete text of a
proposed ordinance has been submitted to all members of the council
at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting at which the
ordinance is proposed for adoption, the reading may be by title only.
Following the reading of the proposed ordinance, the council shall vote
thereon. A majority of the members of the council present and voting
shall be required for passage of an ordinance.
(b) All ordinances adopted by the council shall be signed by the mayor
and by the town clerk and treasurer.
(c) To meet public emergencies affecting life, health safety or the property
of the people, the council may adopt emergency ordinances; but such
ordinances shall not levy taxes, grant, renew or extend a franchise or
impose or change a service rate. Every emergency ordinance shall be
enacted by the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the members of
council present. An emergency ordinance is effective immediately
upon its enactment without regard to any reading, public hearing
publication requirements, or public notice requirements. Emergency
ordinances shall expire automatically as of the sixty-first day following
the date of enactment.
Section 6. Amendment to Chapter 2, Article II, Division 2, Section 2-58 Part b. Chapter
2, Article II, Division 2, Section 2-58b of the Town Code is hereby amended and
restated as follows (underlining show added language for illustrative purposes only;
strike through shows removed language for illustrative purposes only):
Sec. 2-58. Appointment of special committees.
b.

Term.
(1) Board or committee members and town representatives on
other boards, committees or agencies shall serve at the pleasure of
council for a whole-year term up to four (4) years, and renewal of
appointment to up to eight (8) years but in no case over eight (8)
years.
(2) Any partial year served by a member of an advisory board, or
the town’s representative on committee or agencies shall count as
a full term.
(3) Half the members of an advisory board shall be appointed every
two (2) years during the month of February, beginning in February
1994.
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(4)(3) Members shall serve until their successors are appointed and
qualified.
(5)(4) Members shall be a resident of the district in which they
serve for their entire term. Relocation from the district constitutes a
resignation.

Section 7. Amendment to Chapter 2, Article II, Division 2, Section 2-58 Part g. Chapter
2, Article II, Division 2, Section 2-58g of the Town Code is hereby amended and
restated as follows (underlining show added language for illustrative purposes only;
strike through shows removed language for illustrative purposes only):
Sec. 2-58. Appointment of special committees.
g. Election of chairman. The board, agency or committee members shall
elect a chairman by simple majority of a secret ballot during their first
meeting. The chairman shall serve for one (1) year and shall be eligible
for re-election to serve that post for as long as that individual remains a
member of that board, agency or committee.

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption by Council.
REQUESTED BY:

APPROVED BY:

Milton E. Willis
Town Manager

___________________________
Joe DeVito
Mayor

ATTEST:

Introduced: ______

______________________
Brooke Plank-Buccola
Municipal Clerk

Final Reading: __ __
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ORDINANCE 2021-23
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AS FOLLOWS SECTION I OF ORDINANCE 2020-16
TO PROVIDE FOR THE LEVY OF TAXES FOR ORDINARY TOWN PURPOSES IN
THE TOWN OF PORT ROYAL, SOUTH CAROLINA, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
BEGINNING JULY 1, 2021, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXPENDITURES
THEREOF.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by Town Council of the Town of Port Royal,
South Carolina, duly assembled that;
Section I: There shall be and is hereby levied upon all of the taxable property of the Town of
Port Royal, South Carolina for ordinary Town purposes for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
2021, a tax of
mills upon the assessed value of all real estate and personal property of every
description owned and used in the Town of Port Royal, South Carolina, except as is exempt
from taxation under the Constitution and Law of the State of South Carolina to pay the amounts
appropriated in the budget duly adopted for said Town of Port Royal, South Carolina, for the
Fiscal Year.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by Council of the Town of Port Royal, South
Carolina, duly assembled and with authority of same, that the tax shall be
mills.
This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption by Council.
REQUESTED BY:

APPROVED BY:

______________________________
Milton E. Willis
Town Manager

______________________________
Joe DeVito
Mayor

ATTEST:
Introduced:__________
______________________________
Brooke Plank-Buccola
Municipal Clerk

Final Reading: _______
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RESOLUTION NO. 4-2021
A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE USE OF FACE COVERINGS

WHEREAS, according to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Novel Coronavirus Disease
2019 (“COVID-19”) is a severe acute respiratory illness that can spread among humans through
respiratory transmission; and
WHEREAS, the disease COVID-19 continues to present a public health concern requiring unique
protective measures and vigilance; and
WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared a world-wide pandemic;
and
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United Stated declared a National
Emergency for the United States and its territories in an effort to reduce the spread of the virus;
and
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the Governor of the State of South Carolina, Henry McMaster,
declared a state of emergency for the State of South Carolina; and
WHEREAS, the Port Royal Town Council agrees with the CDC, SCDHEC and other agencies
that COVID-19 continues to challenge the health, safety and welfare of the public; and
WHEREAS, the CDC and SCDHEC advise the use of cloth face coverings and other protocols to
slow the spread of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, Governor McMaster on March 5, 2021 issued Executive Order 2021-12, which
offers suggested guidelines for wearing face coverings and other actions intended to help reduce
the spread of COVID-19; and
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WHEREAS, the Port Royal Town Council believes it to be in the best interest of Port Royal
residents, employees, and visitors to encourage the use of face coverings and other protocols in
appropriate indoor public settings to help slow the spread of COVID-19.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Port Royal Town Council encourages residents,
Employees and visitors to contribute to the public’s safety and well-being by wearing facecoverings in appropriate indoor public settings, by social distancing when possible, and by working
together with respect and courtesy to employ other protocols to help reduce the spread of COVID19.
ADOPTED this 12th day of May, 2021.
TOWN COUNCIL OF PORT ROYAL

By: ______________________________________
Joe DeVito
Mayor

ATTEST:
_______________________________
Brooke Plank-Buccola
Clerk to Council
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RESOLUTION 5-2021
A RESOLUTION STATING THE TOWN’S POSITION REGARDING THE RIBAUT ROAD CROSSING
OF THE SPANISH MOSS TRAIL
WHEREAS, the Spanish Moss Trail has been designated by Outside Magazine as one of the
top ten urban walking trails in the United States; and,
WHEREAS, the approved Beaufort County Master Plan for the Spanish Moss Trail shows the
official start point of the Trail at the Sands Beach in Port Royal; and,
WHEREAS, the Town has evaluated each of the potential options for crossing Ribaut Road
and understands the benefits, challenges and permitting uncertainties of each.
WHEREAS, the Town considers it very important that the Spanish Moss Trail cross into
downtown Port Royal as soon as possible.
NOW, THEREFORE, IT BE RESOLVED, the Town of Port Royal desires that the Spanish
Moss Trail cross Ribaut Road at the site where the Port Royal Railroad formerly crossed.
Additionally, the Town requests that a HAWK signal (high intensity cross walk) be installed to
ensure that the many current and future users of the Spanish Moss Trail may safely cross Ribaut Rd.
Finally, the Town commits to working with Beaufort County and SCDOT to secure a crossing as
soon as possible.
DONE, this 12th day of May 2018.
Requested by:
_____________________________
Milton Willis, Town Manager

Approved:
_____________________________
Joe DeVito, Mayor

Attest:
_____________________________
Brooke D. Plank-Buccola, Municipal Clerk
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