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AGENDA
DATE:

July 8, 2020

TIME:

Immediately following Public Hearing

SUBJECT:

Regular Council Meeting (No Public Entry)

LOCATION:

Virtual Meeting

Watch live and participate via Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/PortRoyalSC/
or you can teleconference in by dialing: 978-990-5000 Access Code: 732583#
I.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

II.

INVOCATION

III.

EMERGENCY ORDINANCE:
A. Ordinance 2020-20. An emergency ordinance to reauthorize and amend
emergency ordinance 2020-15 related to electronic meetings; and other
matters

IV.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. Minutes from the Council Workshop of June 3,2020
B. Minutes from the Public Hearing of June 10, 2020
C. Minutes from the Council Meeting of June 10, 2020

V.

PROCLAMATION:
A. GULLAH GEECHE NATION APPRECIATION WEEK

VI.

PRESENTATION:
A. Beaufort County Police Accountability Task Force – Lisa Allen
B. Review of Police Department Policy – Chief Alan Beach
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VII.

COUNCIL BRIEFING

VIII.

SECOND READING:
A.
Ordinance 2020-10. Amend Article 4, Specific to Use, of the Port
Royal Code. (Campground)

IX.

FIRST READINGS:
A. Ordinance 2020-18. An ordinance to authorize the Town Manager to
convey excess real property to facilitate construction of sidewalks
within the Town described as Beaufort County Tax District 110, Map 11,
Parcel 92C (Approximately 108 Ft. on Richmond Avenue and 75 Ft. on
12th Street) 1109 Richmond Avenue sidewalk request

X.

RESOLUTIONS:
A. Resolution 8-2020. Safe Workplace Resolution

XI.

COUNCIL ACTION/DISCUSSION:
A. Appointments
i. Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals – 1 reappointment
ii. Redevelopment Commission – 1 appointment

XII.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND DATES:
A. Monday, July 20, 2020, 5PM Metro Planning Commission

XIII.

COUNCIL’S COMMENTS:

XIV. PUBLIC COMMENTS:
At this time, the Mayor will recognize members of the audience who have
submitted speaker forms to address the Council on non-agenda items. Each
speaker will be limited to two minutes.
XV.

ADJOURNMENT

In accordance with South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d), as amended, notification of
the meeting was posted on the Town bulletin board two weeks prior to the meeting. A copy of the agenda
was given to the local news media and posted at the meeting location twenty-four hours prior to the
meeting.
The Town of Port Royal does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission to, access to, or operations
of programs, services, or activities. Qualified individuals who need accessible communication aids and services or
other accommodations to participate in programs and activities are invited to make your needs and preferences
known to the 504/ADA coordinator. If at all possible, please give us at least a three to five day advance notice so
we can adequately meet your needs. 504/ADA coordinator at 843-986-2245
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Ordinance 2020-20
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO REAUTHORIZE EMERGENCY
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-15 RELATED TO ELECTRONIC MEETINGS;
AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-08 related to 2019 Novel Coronavirus (“COVID-19”) and declared that a state of emergency
exists in South Carolina; and
WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-10 directing local governing bodies to “utilize any available technology or other reasonable
procedures to conduct such meetings and accommodate public participation via virtual or other
remote or alternate means”; and
WHEREAS, on March 23, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-13 restricting gatherings of people in groups of three or more outside of private homes if, in
the discretion of law enforcement, such gatherings pose, or could pose, a threat to public health;
and
WHEREAS, on March 31, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-17 directing that certain “non-essential” businesses, venues, facilities, services, and activities
be closed to the public, including recreational and athletic facilities and activities; and
WHEREAS, on April 6, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-21 directing citizens to not leave their residences unless they are engaging in essential
activities or essential businesses; and
WHEREAS, on April 20, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-28, modifying and extending prior executive orders, to authorize certain businesses, venues,
facilities, services and activities to reopen in order to begin the process of safely, strategically, and
incrementally reopening businesses and facilitating economic recovery and revitalization; and
WHEREAS, notwithstanding the provisions of Executive Order No. 2020-28, individuals
are still subject to the remaining provisions of prior executive orders, including Executive Order
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No. 2020-13, as extended by Executive Order No. 2020-29, prohibiting gatherings outside of
homes of groups of three or more people, and Executive Order No. 2020-21, as extended by
Executive Order No. 2020-29, ordering residents of South Carolina to limit their movements
outside of their residence; and
WHEREAS, on April 27, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster issued Executive Order No.
2020-29, to ratify and continue the state of emergency in South Carolina related to COVID-19;
and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 25-1-440(a)(1) of the Code of Laws of South Carolina
1976, as amended, when an emergency has been declared, proclamations and regulations issued
by the Governor possess the force and effect of law as long as the emergency exists; and
WHEREAS, the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act, which is codified at Title
30, Chapter 4 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976, as amended, defines a “Meeting” as
“the convening of a quorum of the constituent membership of a public body, whether corporal or
by means of electronic equipment, to discuss or act upon a matter over which the public body has
supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory power” (emphasis added); and
WHEREAS, on March 18, 2020, the Town Council of the Town of Port Royal (the
“Governing Body”), as the governing body of the Town of Port Royal, South Carolina (the
“Town”), enacted Emergency Ordinance No. 2020-8 (the “Ordinance 2020-8”) to temporarily
authorize electronic meetings and to suspend other local procedural rules; and
WHEREAS, consistent with South Carolina law, the provisions of Ordinance 2020-8 are
set to automatically expire on May 18, 2020, which is the sixty-first day following their enactment;
and
WHEREAS, the evolving public health threat posed by COVID-19 requires that the
Governing Body temporarily extend Ordinance No. 2020-8 in order to protect the health and safety
of the Town’s officials, staff, and citizens; and
WHEREAS, due to the continuation of the public health threat posed by COVID-19, the
Governing Body finds that it is additionally necessary to amend Ordinance No. 2020-8 to make
provisions for conducting public hearings using electronic means in order that the Governing Body
may receive public comment as needed and conduct public hearings as required by law; and
WHEREAS, it is hereby determined that a public emergency affecting life, health, and
safety does still exist, and therefore, it is appropriate and necessary to enact this Ordinance as an
emergency ordinance.
NOW THEREFORE, be it hereby ordained in this meeting of the Governing Body, as
follows:
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Section 1.
Extension of Ordinance No. 2020-15. The Governing Body hereby
extends the provisions of Ordinance No. 2020-15, as amended by the provisions of Section 2
hereof, until this Ordinance expires pursuant to Section 4 hereof.
Section 2.
Amendment of Ordinance No. 2020-8. Section 1 of Ordinance No. 20208 is hereby amended and restated in its entirety, as follows:
(g)
With respect to any electronic meeting, any public comment periods
provided for by local ordinance, resolution, policy, or bylaws are hereby suspended.
Members of the public may submit written public comments to the Town Clerk no
later than one hour prior to any regular meeting, which shall be distributed to the
members of the Governing Body at such meeting. With respect to any public
hearing that is required by law to be held in connection with any proposed action
of the Governing Body, electronic public hearings shall be permitted. Individuals
wishing to provide written comments for any such public hearing may email
comments to the Town Clerk no later than one hour prior to the scheduled time for
such public hearing, and the Mayor shall read such comments aloud during the
public hearing. Individuals wishing to speak at the public hearing shall sign up with
the Town Clerk no later than one hour prior to the scheduled time for the public
hearing. The Town Clerk shall contact those who wish to speak at the public hearing
by phone, in the order the requests were received, to admit them to the public
hearing. Public hearings shall otherwise be conducted in accordance with all other
Council Rules and Procedures. Notices of public hearings shall include detailed
instructions regarding the manner in which the public hearing shall be held.
Section 3.
Procedures for Boards, Commissions, and Committees. The normal
operating procedures of all boards, commissions, and committees are temporarily suspended in
order to allow the meetings thereof to be conducted using electronic means; provided that such
electronic means conforms to the standards set forth in Ordinance 2020-8, as amended by the terms
hereof and as may be further amended by the Governing Body.
Section 4.
Suspension of Local Provisions. During the period of effectiveness of this
Ordinance, any ordinance, resolution, policy, or bylaw of the Governing Body that conflicts with
the provisions hereof is suspended and shall be superseded hereby.
Section 5.
Effective Date; Expiration. The provisions hereof shall be effective upon
a single hearing and two-thirds vote of the Governing Body and shall expire on the sixty-first day
following the effective date hereof.
DONE AS AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE and approved at a meeting duly assembled
by no less than an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of the Governing Body present,
this ___th day of July, 2020.
[Remainder of Page Left Blank]
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TOWN OF PORT ROYAL, SOUTH
CAROLINA
(SEAL)
Joe DeVito, Mayor

ATTEST:

Brook Plank-Buccola, Town Clerk
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Town of Port Royal
Gullah/Geechee Nation Appreciation Week

“Seein We Culcha Clearly”
Whereas, Africans began arriving on the Sea Islands in the 1500s; and
Whereas, the population of these Africans increased as chattel enslavement grew in
the 1600s; and
Whereas, these Africans began to engage with and in some instances created families
with indigenous Americans in the region; and
Whereas, the descendants of this group are called “Gullah/Geechee;” and
Whereas, this group of self-sufficient people came together in 1999 throughout the Sea
Islands and Lowcountry of the Carolinas, Georgia, and Florida to stand on their human
right to self-determination; and
Whereas, this group took one year to elect their own leader; and
Whereas, they elected and enstooled St. Helena Island native whose family roots also
stem from Polowana and Dataw Islands, Queen Quet, Chieftess of the Gullah/Geechee
Nation; and
Whereas, Queen Quet has served as the official “Head pun de Bodee” and
spokesperson for Gullah/Geechees since July 2, 2000; and
Whereas the 20th Anniversary of the Gullah/Geechee Nation is being celebrated under
the theme “#GullahGeechee2020;” and
Whereas, we support the continuation of Gullah/Geechee cultural heritage and
sustainability of the Gullah/Geechee Nation,
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Proclamation 2020
Gullah/Geechee Nation Appreciation Week

I, Mayor Joe DeVito and the Port Royal Town Council do hereby proclaim July 25August 1, 2020, "Gullah/Geechee Nation Appreciation Week” and call upon all of our
citizens to celebrate with the citizens of the Gullah/Geechee Nation under the theme
“Gullah/Geechee 2020: Seein We Culcha Clearly” via virtual events and support of
Gullah/Geechee businesses and institutions.

“Seein We Culcha Clearly”
in the Town of Port Royal, SC.
Dated this 8th day of July, 2020

______________________________
Joe DeVito
Mayor
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ORDINANCE 2020 - 10
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 4, SPECIFIC TO USE, OF THE PORT ROYAL
CODE TO ALLOW FOR RECREATIONAL CAMPGROUNDS

WHEREAS, it sometimes becomes necessary to amend the Port Royal Zoning
Code to better meet the needs of the Town and its citizens, and
WHEREAS, the text amendment would allow the use of a Campground as a
Conditional Use to Article 4 Specific to Use chart.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the Town of Port
Royal, duly assembled and with authority of same that the following item be
changed as listed:

T1
NP

Specific Use

T3
Edge

T3
SN

T3
N

T4
NC

T4
NC-O

T4
UC

T5
MS

Section For Additional
Additional
Design
Conditions Criteria

RECREATION, EDUCATION, SAFETY, PUBLIC ASSEMBLY (continued)
1.
2.
3.

Institutional Care
Facility
Marine Oriented
Facility
Meeting Facility or
Place of Worship:
< 5,000 SF

4.

5.

6.
7.

eeting Facility or Place
of Worship: 5,000 SF
- 10,000 SF
Meeting Facility or
Place of Worship:
> 10,000 SF
Parks & Open Areas
Recreation &
Entertainment Facility:
Indoor

-

-

-

-

-

P

P

-

-

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(Multi-bldg)

-

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

5.2.30

-M

-

-

-

P

P

P

P

5.2.30

-

-

-

-

-

P

P

P

5.2.30

P
-

P
-

P
-

P
-

P
P

P
P

P
P

P
P

2.4
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8.

9.

10.

11.

Recreation &
Entertainment Facility:
Outdoor
School:
Public or Private

-

-

-

-

-

C

-

-

-

-

P

P

P

P

P

P

School:
Specialized Training
or Studio
School:
College or University

-

-

-

-

P

P

P

P

-

-

-

-

P

P

P

P

4.2.40.A (Multi-bldg)
2.2.100
5.2.30

5.2.30
(Multi-bldg)

2.2.100
12.

Recreation Facility- RV
Park/ Campground

-

-

-

-

C

-

-

-

4.2.40.B

RECREATION, EDUCATION, SAFETY, PUBLIC ASSEMBLY (continued)
This category is intended to encompass uses of a public, nonprofit, or charitable nature that serve a recreational, educational,
safety, or social function, and benefit the people of the community.

Specific Use

Definition
12. Recreation
FacilityCampground

4.2.40

This use is intended to provide commercial rental parking spaces and sites for
recreational vehicles (RVs), including motor homes, travel trailers, pick-up
campers, tent trailers, and tent camping; to provide goods and services
customarily needed by occupants of the park; and to assure reasonable standards
for the development of facilities for the occupancy of recreational vehicles on a
temporary basis, ranging from short overnight stops to longer destination-type
stays of several days to weeks.

Recreation, Education, Safety, Public Assembly
A. Recreation & Entertainment Facility: Outdoor.
1.

Outdoor amusement and entertainment facilities shall comply with the following
standards:
a.

Site Design. To the maximum extent practicable, all buildings on the site
shall conform to the building type standards of Division 5.1 (Traditional
Building Types), and contain an associated private frontage as conveyed in
Division 5.3 (Private Frontage Standards). The building shall be sited per the
dimensional and development standards of Article 3 (Specific to Zones) and
conform to the architectural provisions of Division 5.4 (Architectural
Standards and Guidelines).

b.

Screening. Any portion of the site or function requiring (or resulting in)
additional external lighting, noise, or odors shall be located 50 feet from the
lot line and shall be completely screened using vegetative plantings, fencing,
buildings, or a combination thereof.
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c.

2.

B.

Hours of Operation. Outdoor operations shall be closed and exterior
lighting turned off by 11:00 p.m. Facilities seeking to remain open after this
time must apply for and receive approval of a Special Exception Permit, see
Section 8.2.50 (Special Exception Permit).

Reserved.

Recreation Facility- RV park/ Campground.
1.

All recreational vehicle (RV) parks within the Town of Port Royal shall be
governed by the following regulations:
a. Site Design. Campgrounds can be located with conditions only in the T4NC zones. Campground is required to be located with direct access from a
major arterial road. Minimal size of property to be 3.0 acres. Setback
requirements shall meet the following requirements: Fifty (50) feet when
abutting a State or Federal Highway or designated major arterial road;
Twenty-five (25) feet when abutting a public right-of-way; Fifteen (15) feet
when abutting any property line other than a or b. There shall be a
minimum distance of ten (10) feet provided between RV units parked side
by side. There shall be a minimal distance of Ten (10) feet between RV units
parked end to end. There shall be a minimum distance of Twenty (20) feet
between and RV space and any building. RV pads provided shall be a
minimum of Fifteen (15) feet wide.
b. Screening. This use shall be screened with a Fifteen (15) wide, opaque,
visual buffer next to all property lines. A fence can be installed in addition to
a planted buffer. An eight-foot (8’) height fence may be installed along
adjacent property lines.
c. Hours of Operation/ length of stay. Outdoor operations shall be closed by
11:00 p.m. Facilities seeking to remain open after this time must apply for
and receive approval of a Special Exception Permit, see Section 8.2.50
(Special Exception Permit). Security measures must be installed for users
arriving later.
d.

e.

f.

g.

Facility amenities. This use shall be provided one or more service buildings
equipped with flush toilets, lavatories, showers and laundry facilities meeting
minimum state Health Department standards. Such facilities shall be conveniently
located at a distance of not more than three hundred (300) feet from any RV served.
Such facilities shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition, and plumbing fixtures
shall be maintained in good working order. All such facilities shall be adequately
lighted at all times of the day and night and shall be well ventilated. Portable fire
extinguishers of a type approved by the Town of Port Royal Fire Protection District
shall be kept in the service buildings and at all locations designed by the fire district
and shall be maintained in operating condition.
Accessory Uses. Recreational facilities and amenities shall be for the purpose of
the camper enjoyment including sports facilities, equipment for amusement,
playground facilities, swimming pools and a camp store/office. These amenities
shall not be for general public use and shall not exceed 3,000 square feet.
Sanitary disposal stations. This use shall contain at least one sanitary disposal station
for the sole purpose of removing and disposing of wastes from holding tanks in a
clean, efficient and convenient manner.
Utilities. All utilities shall be placed underground.
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h.

Water supply. An accessible, adequate, safe and potable supply of water under
pressure shall be provided in every RV park. The water supply system shall be
designed, constructed and maintained in compliance with the state Health
Department standards and applicable city, standards. All plans and specifications
shall be submitted with the zoning or rezoning request. Each rental space equipped
with sewer and electrical hookups shall also be equipped with two water outlets, to
provide connection for the RV and a garden hose. All other rental spaces shall be
equipped with one water outlet.

i.

Sanitary sewer. A minimum of eighty percent (80%) of all rental spaces shall be
equipped with a hookup to a public sewage system by way of a branch line and riser
pipe at least four (4) inches inside diameter. The riser pipe shall be capped with a
watertight cap or plug when not in use. Sanitary sewage systems shall be installed in
compliance with the state Health Department standards and the rules and regulations
of the BJWSA or other such governing authority. All plumbing in the RV park shall
comply with state and local plumbing laws and regulations.

j.

Electricity. A minimum of eighty percent (80%) of all rental spaces shall be
equipped with an electrical outlet supplying at least 110 volts, or 110/220 volts,
installed in accordance with applicable state electrical codes.
Refuse disposal. The storage, collection and disposal of refuse shall be performed so
as to minimize accidents, fire hazards, air pollution, odors, insects, rodents or other
nuisance conditions. All refuse shall be stored in durable, washable and
nonabsorbent metal or plastic containers with tight-fitting lids. Such containers shall
be provided at the rate of at least one thirty (30) gallon container, secured in a rack
or holder, for each rental space, or an equivalent storage capacity in centralized
storage facilities. Adequate refuse collection and removal shall be the responsibility
of the park owner.

k.

l.

Landscaping. A landscape plan, to be approved by the Planning Director of the
Town of Port Royal, shall be required for all RV parks. Landscaping shall be
designed to perform the following functions:
a. Screen the RV park visually and audibly from adjacent properties as
completely as possible;
b. Provide an attractive entrance and street frontage;
c. Provide dust and erosion control;

d. Provide a neat, attractive and aesthetically pleasing appearance.
Existing trees shall remain between all campsites and/or RV pads, to the maximum
extent practicable. If there are no trees between campsites, tent sites, or RV pads,
at least one tree shall be planted per 2 sites.
Grass and ornamental landscaping shall be required in all RV parks, together with
adequate water outlets to maintain all landscaping. The RV park shall be screened
from adjacent properties by means of fences or walls, eight (8) feet in height, or by
means of hedges or other landscaping. This use shall be screened with a 15-ft.
wide, opaque, visual buffer next to all property lines.
m. Open space. Open space for common areas, playgrounds and other recreational uses
shall be provided at the rate of at least ten percent (10%) of the gross area of the RV
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n.

o.

park, and shall be of sufficient size and distribution as to be a functional part of the
entire development plan.
Length of Stay. All RV and Camper units are limited to a twenty eight (28)
day length of stay. All campers are limited to a 14- day length of stay. All
parks shall require a minimum of a five (5) day span between visits.
Safety. There shall be low-intensity night lighting throughout the recreational
vehicle park. Each RV parking pad shall have a light in front of the unit, next
to the driveway at the roadway. Designated walkways and all other park
facilities will also have night lighting as approved by the Town of Port Royal
and applicable permitting agencies. There shall be fire hydrants installed
within the park or within close proximity to the park, as per the town fire
department’s recommendations or requirements. Animals shall be kept
inside the RV or on a leash while inside of the recreational vehicle park apart
from a dog park. . Only one recreational vehicle is permitted at any time per
RV parking pad. The park manager may opt to rent a maximum of two
contiguous pads to one oversized recreational vehicle. Detached accessory
structures are not permitted on RV parking pads or in their accompanying
side yards. Parking of any motorized vehicle is prohibited in RV parking pad
side yards. All accessory structures installed in a recreational vehicle park
shall meet or exceed the requirements of the International Building Code and
other applicable laws.

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption by Council.
REQUESTED BY:

APPROVED BY:

Milton E. Willis
Town Manager

__________________________
Joe DeVito
Mayor

ATTEST:

Introduced: ______

______________________
Brooke Plank-Buccola
Municipal Clerk

Final Reading: __ __
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RESOLUTION 8-2020
SAFE WORKPLACE RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council recognize that the prevention of accidental losses
affecting employees, property, and the public will enhance the operating efficiency of Town
government; and
WHEREAS, a pro-active loss control posture requires that sound loss prevention measures are
of primary consideration and take precedence over expediency in all operations.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town will endeavor to provide a work
environment free of recognized hazards through the establishment and implementation of loss
control policies and procedures, and their subsequent amendments and additions, designed to
provide protection to Town employees, public and private property, and members of the public.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town will support compliance with all Federal and State
safety regulations; provide and require the use of personal protective equipment by all
employees; and insure that all employees are advised of and understand their loss control
responsibilities in the performance of their work.
ADOPTED this 8th day of July, 2020
Requested:

Approved:

____________________________
Milton E. Willis
Town Manager

____________________________
Joe DeVito
Mayor

ATTEST:
____________________________
Brooke Plank-Buccola
Municipal Clerk
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